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in 1806, entered at King's College, Cambridge, 1825, where he subsequently 
distinguished himself as a classical scholar and became a Fellow, he resided 
in America during the Civil War and "while living in the wilds of Minnesota, 
prepared an edition of the Self-Communion of Marcus Aurelius with critical 
notes to the Greek text. Map/cov Avrwivou to. ets tavrov, sive ad seipsum 
commentarii morales. Recensuit, denuo ordinavit, expurgavit, restituit, 
notis illustravit . . . . C. L. Porcher, N. Eboraci U.S. a.d. 1861. A. libera- 
tae reip. 1 " (so the National Dictionary of Biography) . I have never seen the 
book, which the editor, as in several other instances, signed with a pseudonym. 
Whether he took the name Porcher in allusion to the Stoa or Porch, or 
because he had been called to the bar of the Middle Temple in 1834, 1 do not 
know. It is interesting to think of a scholar "in the wilds of Minnesota" 
engaged in textual criticism at a time when American scholars generally were 
content to work with things classical in a very different spirit. It is said 
that many of his suggestions were wild, as were his surroundings, but Schenkl's 
notes show a goodly number which are eminently deserving of consideration. 
In his old age Lofft purchased an estate called Millmead, in Virginia, where 
he died October 1, 1873. 



W. A. Heidel 



Wesleyan University 



Cicero und die epikureische Philosophie. Eine quellenkritische 
Studie. Munich Dissertation by Hans Ubi. Leipzig, 1914. 
Pp. 116. 
Hunting for sources will never cease, for probability and not certainty 
is the usual result of such speculation. Scholars are agreed that Cicero's 
knowledge of Epicureanism was derived from Greek sources, but beyond that 
there is no agreement and there cannot be. Uri would have Antiochus 
Cicero's principal authority in the refutation of Epicureanism, but he thinks 
that the exposition of the ethics of the school, given in the first book of the 
De finibus, was drawn from one compendium; and that Cicero was often 
independent in his treatment. Naturally, there can be no certainty in such 
theorizing; and, indeed, it is of no very great importance whom Cicero 
followed. His exposition is readable, even if not always accurate, and he has 
saved for us by the charm of his style and through his eloquent diction much 
that has perished of the work of the post- Aristotelian schools. His object 
was to present the broad outlines of the ethical systems that were popular 
in his day. He never took Epicureanism seriously; it was to him verily 
a simple philosophy, but it had not the simplicity of a gospel. We cannot 
suppose that, having this mental attitude, he was careful about the com- 
petency of his authorities. Uri has in his 116 pages covered the subject 
well. There is much polemic against earlier investigators, but most people 
will be satisfied with the supposition that book i of the De finibus was founded 
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on a compendium and book ii on Antiochus, so far as Cicero needed an 
authority. Whether Cicero used one or two or three pamphlets is really 
of little consequence. 

W. A. Merrill 

University op California 



Kleine Schriften. By Otto Hirschfeld. Berlin: Weidmannsche 
Buchhandlung, 1913. Pp. 1011. M. 30. 

Fifty years after the appearance of his dissertation, Hirschfeld has 
gathered into a book of over one thousand pages the more important of his 
shorter studies. The volume contains seventy-four numbers, fifteen of which 
have not appeared in print before. Twelve of his published papers are not 
included in the book. 

Much that is here has been summed up in masterly fashion in that vade 
mecum of historical students, Die kaiserl. VerwaUungsbeamten, but even so 
we welcome in a single volume the fuller treatment of such important papers 
as "Der Grundbesitz der romischen Kaiser" (No. 38), "Die Sicherheits- 
polizei" (No. 39), and "Die Rangtitel der romischen Kaiserzeit" (No. 42). 
And Hirschfeld's essays have always been so orderly, so thorough, and so 
packed with matter that they will continue to have a real value even when 
partly superseded by the discovery of new material or new arguments. 

The older essays are so well known that they hardly call for new com- 
ment now. Those published now for the first time are not of great im- 
portance, having apparently been left unprinted hitherto because of their 
slightness. However, they all contain suggestions of value, and a few may 
be mentioned. No. 14, "Zur Geschichte der romischen Tribus" (1908), pro- 
poses the theory that the Roman tribes were first created in 495 B.C. in con- 
nection with the secession of the plebs and the division of the ager publicus. 
Support for this theory he seeks in a literal interpretation of factae in Livy 
ii. 21. 7, "Romae tribus una et xx factae." This may be correct, but we 
must note that Livy himself did not take the word in this sense, since he 
assumes the existence of tribes before 495. A precise authority is obviously 
not worth much if it must be interpreted contrary to the spirit of the author. 
In No. 16, "Die Beseitigung der Comitia centuriata fur die Beamtenwahlen" 
(1912) he concludes, from Cic. Ad. Att. iv. 16. 8 and Suet. Jul. 41, that the 
election of magistrates was taken from the centuriate assembly before, but 
not long before, 54 b.c. No. 17, "Zur Geschichte des Decemvirats" (1909), 
points out that since the decemviral board contained plebeians as well as 
patricians, and in its executive functions it displaced the patrician consuls, 
its overthrow was probably not due to plebeian opposition but to the patri- 
cians, who desired to regain exclusive control of the executive office. In 
No. 28, "Augustus ein Inschrif tenf alscher ? " (1908), Hirschfeld opposes the 
theory of Dessau that Augustus had changed an early inscription of Cossus 



